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Welcome to the 40th Saga Los Angeles Ski Club season!

I have been now been involved with the club 22 years. This sea-
son, I repeat the role of President. I was also President of the 
club 20 years ago and am amazed at the changes our club, the 
travel industry, and society and endured over that period.

During the 90s, Saga was a very dynamic club with over 200 
active members. About a quarter of membership changed each 
season and new young(ish) members brought fresh ideas and 
connections. Saga worked with travel agents to design pack-
aged tours for our members that included discounted airfare. 
Marketing trips was via Frontier’s Magazine advertising and 
Pride Festival booths. Homophobia was prevalent. Many Saga 
members viewed club socials as their primary social outlet. 
Closeted members were pervasive in Saga. The Internet was a 
slow expensive fad.

Today, Saga has a membership of 50 active members. This 
membership includes mostly the same people. The Saga Board 
arranges all travel packages and post 9/11 security measures 
make club provided air travel difficult. Frontier’s Magazine is 
not even a memory for most people and Pride Festivals have 
morphed from information providers to entertainment venues. 
Marketing trips is via the cheap, fast, utility that the Internet has 
become. Homophobia is less common and many do not require 
sexual orientation segregated social events.

All the while, Saga has consistently provided well planned ski 
trips at or below prices available from other travel providers. 

Saga also has remained finan-
cially strong and stable over 
the past 40 years. We intend 
to continue doing what we do. 

I would like to facilitate our 
future success by expanding 
our digital presence. As any 
middle aged guy knows, we 
are becoming invisible. To 
mitigate Saga’s midlife crises, 
the Board has begun a new 
web services provider, we are 
learning how to improve our 
web hits, and we will attempt 
to increase our digital content 
via Instagram, meet-up, and 
our own website.

Please discuss how all members can help. If you are a Insta-
gram pro, talk to others. It is incredible what a hashtag can do. I 
have never hashtagged anything but plan on starting this fall. I 
receive a wonderful collection of pictures from members on each 
Saga trip. A fraction of these images on the web would make our 
club more than just appear. It would make Saga appear youthful 
and relevant.

Hope to ski you soon!
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Join SAGA on FaceBook!
If you’re a FaceBooker, you know how it can link people 
together and quickly spread the word about fun events. This 
season, we hope to connect all of our members to this popular 
networking site.

Right now, there are a few great air fares posted to our wall, 
that you all should know about. When you post your snow 
photos to your own page, be sure to Tag SAGA in the photo, 
so it will also link to our page. This is an easy way to create a 
huge album, for all of us to enjoy. 

Scruff
For those of you who 
are on Scruff, we are 
listed on the Events section of the app. Just hit the Event 
button on the lower right, then scroll down until you see the 
Scruff Sport: Los Angeles photo (2 scruffy guys in red Scruff 
t-shirts). Hit that. Scroll down past the Volleyball, Wrestling, 
and other clubs until you see LA Ski + Snowboard. That’s Us!!!

Keep up with our activities on social media through Facebook, 
meet-up, and soon to be instagram. If you are interested in help-
ing out with our social media let us know

http://www.facebook.com/sagala.org

https://www.meetup.com/SAGA-Gay-Ski-LA/

President’s Message

Connect with SAGA

http://www.facebook.com/sagala.org
https://www.meetup.com/SAGA-Gay-Ski-LA/
https://www.meetup.com/SAGA-Gay-Ski-LA/
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You first drink is on us
October 21, 2018: 5-7 p.m.
Come meet some of our members and socialize with other gay 
men who enjoy skiing and snowboarding. You can also learn more 
about our upcoming ski season, with trips to destinations includ-
ing Mammoth, Aspen, and Steamboat Springs already planned. 
Potential new members are welcome to check out our club, and 
enjoy a cocktail at Rockwell in the heart of Los Felix Village. And, 
your first drink is on us!

Rockwell is located at 1714 N. Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, 
90027 and is just a few blocks from the Red Line Metro stop. Use 
the alley entrance to find our location.

http://rockwell-la.com/

2017-2018 Fiscal Year
Every year, SAGA lets its mem-
bers know where the club stands 
finan cially.
The annual internal audit of SAGA Ski Club’s books was 
completed for this past Fiscal Year (June 1, 2017 to May 31, 2018) 
and the Club’s federal and state tax returns have been filed. The 
Club began with cash and prepaid deposit balance of $49,920 
and ended with $49,660, a net change of -$260. Over many years 
our cash reserves range from $10,000 – $40,000. These funds 
are used to pay deposits on events and ski trips prior to receiving 
payment from members. Although we work hard to avoid it, the 
reserve also provides a buffer when the occasional trip loses 
money.

Overall, the club had revenue of $55,259 and expenses of $55,519. 
Of this, $4,724 was for administrative expenses; the balance went 
to the cost of trips and events. Administrative expenses include 
general meeting and Board meeting costs, website maintenance, 
insurance, printing, postage, our online processor D.T. Register, 
PayPal processing fees, required State fees, State Tax Return 
Fees and other costs for recruiting new members.

Board members are not paid monetary compensation for 
service as an officer or Board Member. SAGA maintains a long-
standing policy of waiving member-ship dues during the year 
of board service, and waives fees for participation in holiday 
and pool parties. Prior to the 2010-2011 board elections, SAGA 
implemented a ten percent (10%) trip discount to board members 

where trips are booked through SAGA’s D.T. Registration 
software. These concessions have been implemented not only 
to recognize the contribution of SAGA Board members, but also 
to recruit volunteers for Board positions. This past fiscal year, 
the Board elected to conduct the traditional annual pre-season 
retreat at a Board member’s home in an effort to save costs to the 
club. This is the meeting where the Board plans the next season’s 
policies, trips and events. The Club covers the cost of food for 
Board meetings when held at an Officer’s home.

Remember, guys – this is your Club and your money. The Board 
is charged with the fiduciary responsibility of managing funds 
for the good of the whole organization. If you have any questions 
or suggestions about the Club’s finances or operations, please 
contact The Treasurer (treasurer@sagala.org) or any other officer 
(board@sagala.org) and we will address your concern. If you 
have business, financial, accounting or database experience, we 
encourage you to participate on the Board and in our annual audit. 
Please contact the Treasurer or a Board member to participate in 
our next audit.

Vertigo at Rockwell

Treasurer’s Report

http://rockwell-la.com/
mailto:treasurer%40sagala.org?subject=
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Aspen Gay Ski Week
January 13-20, 2019

Regular: $1125

Economy Plus: $885

Economy: $730
Sunday to Sunday 

Our annual Aspen Gay Week is once again at the fabulous Lift 
One condos. In response from some members for more afford-
able lodging, this year we again offer three bedding options for 
members to choose from. All three options are at Lift One Con-
dos, next to Aspen Mountain’s Lift One, and convenient to the 
transportation park for easy access to Buttermilk, Snowmass and 
Aspen Highlands. Each option is for 7 nights lodging only, from 
Sunday January 13 to Sunday January 20. We are also planning 
a cocktail party and dinner at the condos for one night, which is 
included in the cost..

Lift tickets, transportation to and from Aspen are separate and 
meals (except the one party/dinner) are not included. Aspen is 
now part of the IKON pass, so if you have one, you get 7 days on 
the IKON pass and 5 on the IKON Base pass (but note that Sat-
urday Jan 19 is one of the blackout dates). If in doubt, check the 
IKON website. If you don’t have an IKON pass, SAGA is looking to 
see if we can get group lift tickets for this trip.

Steamboat Springs
March 2019
SAGA is currently working on details on this trip. Check 
back later on the website or next month’s newsletter for 
more information.

Out-of-State Trips

The bedding options are:

 Ã Legacy (or Regular). This option duplicates what we have 
done in Aspen for years, and provides double occupancy 
lodging for members in one of two 3 bedroom 3 bath units 
at a cost of $1125.

 Ã Economy Plus. This option provides double occupancy lodg-
ing in two bedrooms of a three bedroom unit with two shared 
baths. (The third bedroom is used for the Economy option). 
The cost of this option is $885.

 Ã Economy. This option houses four members in a bedroom 
with two bunk beds who will share a bathroom in a three 
bedroom two bath unit with the Economy Plus skiers. Cost 
for this option is $730.

When you sign up make sure you are selecting the option you 
prefer.

For more information on Aspen’s Gay Ski week go here: http://
gayskiweek.com/

http://gayskiweek.com/
http://gayskiweek.com/
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Caravan Trips 
SAGA has six Mammoth trips planned for 
our upcoming ski season 
First Run Mammoth (M1)
January 3-6, 2019

$310 Early Bird, $345 after 11/30/18.
SAGA’s first trip to Mammoth is customarily right after New Years. 
This year’s trip starts on Thursday January 3 and ends on Sunday 
January 6, providing three days on the slopes. We are staying at 
1849 condos across from Canyon Lodge, and this trip includes 
three breakfasts prepared by members, and two cocktail parties. 
You are on your own for Dinner, but often someone in the group 
volunteers to cook one or more dinners, and the participants split 
the cost. The early bird price for this trip is $310, which includes 
lodging and the meals listed above, but does not include trans-
portation or lift tickets. After 11/30/2018 the regular price is 
$340. 

Early-Winter Weekend Mammoth (M2)
January 31-February 3, 2019

$285 Early Bird, $320 after 12/30/18. 
SAGA’s second trip to Mammoth is customarily at the end of Jan-
uary. This year’s trip starts on Thursday January 31 and ends on 
Sunday February 3, providing three days on the slopes. We are 
staying at 1849 condos across from Canyon Lodge, and this trip 
includes three breakfasts prepared by members, and two cocktail 
parties. You are on your own for Dinner, but often someone in 
the group volunteers to cook one or more dinners, and the par-
ticipants split the cost. The early bird price for this trip is $285, 
which includes lodging and the meals listed above, but does not 
include transportation or lift tickets. After 12/30/2018 the regu-
lar price is $315.

Mid-Winter Weekend Mammoth (M3)
February 21-24, 2019

$310 Early Bird, $341 after 1/18/19. 
SAGA’s third trip to Mammoth is customarily around the end of 
February. This year’s trip starts on Thursday Feb 21 and ends on 
Sunday February 24, providing three days on the slopes. We are 
staying at 1849 condos across from Canyon Lodge, and this trip 
includes three breakfasts prepared by members, and two cocktail 
parties. You are on your own for Dinner, but often someone in 
the group volunteers to cook one or more dinners, and the par-
ticipants split the cost. The early bird price for this trip is $310, 
which includes lodging and the meals listed above, but does not 
include transportation or lift tickets. After 1/18/2019 the regular 
price is $340.

Springtime Mammoth (M5)
April 11-14, 2019

$305 Early Bird, $335 after 3/8/19.
SAGA’s last run trip to Mammoth is customarily in early April. This 
year’s trip starts on Thursday April 11 and ends on Sunday April 
14, providing three days on the slopes. We are staying at 1849 
condos across from Canyon Lodge, and this trip includes three 
breakfasts prepared by members, and two cocktail parties. You 
are on your own for Dinner, but often someone in the group vol-
unteers to cook one or more dinners, and the participants split 
the cost. The early bird price for this trip is $305, which includes 
lodging and the meals listed above, but does not include trans-
portation or lift tickets. After 3/8/2019 the regular price is $335.

Mammoth Trips
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Mammoth Elevation (M4)
March 14-18, 2019
This year we are offering two options for Mammoth Elevation: 
Lodging at 1849 Condos across from Canyon Lodge (as in past 
years), or accommodations in the Village. Each option is differ-
ent, and has different attributes, so please select carefully.

Legacy Mammoth Elevation (M4L)
$315 Early Bird, $350 after 2/19/19.
This option offers lodging at 1849, and includes three breakfasts, 
two cocktail parties and two dinners arranged by members. The 
1849 Condos are four bedroom units, and sleep 8. The early bird 
price is $350 through 2/9/2019, and $385 after that date.

Mammoth Elevation Village Option 
(M4V)
$350 Early Bird, $385 after 2/19/19.
The features lodging at Mammoth Village Condos in the Village, 
and two cocktail parties, but does not include any meals. The 
condo’s are two bedroom units, and we plan to sleep 5 in each 
unit. Members that select this option can request to join the Leg-
acy group at 1849 for the two group dinners at extra cost (price 
TBD), but must do.

Mammoth Trips (Contd)

Both options are for three nights, from Thursday March 14 to Sun-
day March 17. Prices do not include lifts or transportation to and 
from Mammoth, but we will provide you with a list of attendees 
and their contact information to facilitate ride sharing. Whit-
man’s Elevation events can be booked separately through Whit-
man’s website.

http://www.mammothgayski.com/

http://www.mammothgayski.com/
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Photos by Ken Slater

Camping Photos
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Pool Party Photos
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President
Glenn Nakagaki

president@sagala.org

Treasurer
Chris Hogan

treasurer@sagala.org 

Secretary
Doug Workman

secretary@sagala.org 

Mammoth Trips
Ken Slater 

mammothtrips@sagala.org 

Social Media
Andrew M.

socialmedia@sagala.org

Newsletter/Outreach
Mike Mallory

newsletter@sagala.org

Aspen 1979

Marketing
Omri Escalante

marketing@sagala.org

Social Rec
Sal Veas

socialrec@sagala.org 

At-Large
Kevin MacVane

communications@sagala.org

2018-2019 SAGA Board

Vintage Photo
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